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A Message from the     
president ... 
Dr. Dan Seymour 
 

As this will be my last column 
as president of NHF, I am afraid that I must 
ask you to bear with me as I reminisce.    

Many thoughts run through my head as 
I think back to a little over two years ago. I 
didn’t fully comprehend the role of NHDDC; 
nor NHDC; nor CRNHA; nor NCPTT or 
NPS—I did not even know what these acro-
nyms stood for. I really couldn’t tell you suc-
cinctly the purpose of NHF, my own organiza-
tion. I didn’t know all the players in 
Natchitoches and the Cane Rive area who gen-
erously support and advocate for preserva-
tion.  I was naïve, maybe too dumb, to even 
know what would lie ahead. 

What has been accomplished by NHF 
these past two years would not have been at all 
possible without the continuous support and 
help of the NHF Executive Committee, Debbie 
Taylor, Ron McBride, Eliza Behrendsen and 
Sue Breedlove; 8 tremendous committee 
chairs; our 16 Board members; and many vol-
unteers. I must thank each for believing in me 
and being there. 

NHF founders and former Board mem-
bers have been called back to service by serv-
ing as advisors to the Board and Executive 
Committee.  
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They assisted with the annual 
Board retreat, new member orienta-
tion, the 20th Anniversary reception and 
by consulting with members about the 
past.   

 

Each of the three major annual 

The NHF chairs of the Charac-
ters and Customs of the Crypt Tour of 
the American Cemetery and Mourning 
Memorabilia Display, Dr. Eileen 
Kendrick and Dr. Cathy Seymour, 
have advanced the program to an un-
precedented level.  The quality of the 
Tour featuring characters interred in 
the cemetery portrayed by local volun-
teers as well as Louisiana School stu-
dents complimented the desire of the 
current NHF Board to offer a program 
focusing and emphasizing history ra-
ther than ghosts, Halloween or a 
haunted cemetery.  The artifacts in-
cluded in the mourning memorabilia 
display have significance to promote 
the understanding of mourning tradi-
tions of the past.                                                

Continued on page 2... 
                                  
 

Thank you for          
supporting the Natchitoches         

Historic Foundation             

events sponsored by NHF between 
2014 and 2016 engaged record num-
bers of volunteers and participants as 
well as revenues. Each featured re-
newed elements making the event 
more attractive, relevant and success-
ful. 

The organizational structure of 
the Board was examined, and after two
 years, have proven to be effective. 
The 8 committees composed of 
Board members as chairs include 
other Board members as well as 
regular members of NHF. 

So many people came to my rescue. 
Cynthia Sutton at the CRNHA provided an 
excellent overview of the activities as did Kirk 
Cordell from the NCPTT.  Past NHF presi-
dents, like Dr. Steve Horton, Edwin Dunahoe, 
Mary Guidry and Payne Williams, and former 
board members, like Joe Stamey, Jokie Taylor, 
and Robby Lucky, had advice as did Mayor 
Posey. I sat on the NHDDC board for a year 
representing NHF; I learned a great deal there. 
Sandra Dickens of the NHDBA gave me tips 
and pointers as did Arlene Gould at the CVB. 
The collaborative efforts and cooperation of 
Dr. Vickie Parish, president of APHN, and Dr. 
Mark Guidry and Tommy Roque of the St. Au-
gustine Historical Society were so beneficial. I 
could never mention everyone but must thank 
so many. 



 

President’s message continued from page 1… 
 
Our Christmas Tour of Homes event saw so 

many updates under the leadership of Shayne Crep-
pel.  A new logo was adopted and new signage was 
used to promote the program.  Concerted efforts were 
made to offer a variety of homes for the tours includ-
ing homes that had never appeared on the Christmas 
Tour or had not been featured in the recent 
past.  Record numbers of participates in the 2015 tour 
were recorded placing NHF is a much stronger finan-
cial position.   

Our membership in NHF in 2015 exceeded our 
goals and our dreams.    Under the leadership of Karen 
Townsend, various efforts were used resulting in NHF 
having a strong base to continue to grow its member-
ship in the future.   

Our outdated By-Laws were reviewed and re-
vised bringing them more in line with current practic-
es of the organization. Many contributed to this pro-
cess led by Jeff Gary. 

As I pass the gavel to the incoming Executive 
Committee and Board members, I am confident that 
the accomplishments and continued challenges of 
NHF of the past two years will place the Board in a 
more strategic position to move ahead. 

Thanks for the opportunity!  
 

Volunteers Needed to Populate 
NHF Committees 

 
 

  
219 Year-old Roque House Goes 

Under Water during Flood 
    
    Dodging the bullet for several days while the water 
was rising in Cane River Lake the second week of 
March, 2016, the 219 year-old Roque House finally 
went under. The current-day structure sits on pilings 
but 6 to 8 inches of rain water crept up and invaded the 
interior of the building. The amount of damage in-
curred is still under determination.  Assistance is being 
provided by professionals with the City of 
Natchitoches, the Cane River National Heritage Area 
and the National Center for Preservation Technology 
and Training.  A plan to address the damages will be 
considered by the NHF Board when more information 
is available.     

NHF is proud to hold ownership of the Roque 
House, located on the riverbank of the beautiful Cane 
River Lake in downtown Natchitoches.  In 2000, Muse-
um Contents, Inc. donated the historic structure to 
NHF, when it housed several businesses, but now is 
leased to the City of Natchitoches to be a part of Beau 
Jardin, available for rental for private and public 
events.  NHF is currently having the structure exam-
ined by the National Center for Preservation, Technolo-
gy and Training with plans to make needed improve-
ments and repairs to maintain its integrity.   

This important house is a fine example of 
French Creole architecture, built by a freed man of col-
or, Yves, in 1797.  Called Pacale, he labored six years 
to build the house for his family, constructing the house 
with the traditional materials used by the earliest set-
tlers of the area, cypress half-timbers with bousillage 
infill.   Pacale and his family continued to live in the 
house  until his death in 1816.             

             Continued above right... 

              NHF Award Categories Reviewed 
 

The NHF Board of Directors has over the years created 
three awards to honor noted local preservationist. The 
awards are intended to recognize and honor local citi-
zens or organizations for their continued support of 
preservation efforts in the Natchitoches and Cane River 
area. 

The Ann Brittain “Saving Natchitoches Treasures” 
Award recognizes an outstanding preservation project in 
Natchitoches Parish, carried out in accordance with 
standard preservation practices and criteria (i.e., as es-
tablished by the U.S. Department of the Interior and the 
National Register of Historic Places), by an individual or 
individuals.  It specifically honors only preservation of 
an existing, historic structure or site. 

Continued on page 7…                                    Page 2 

NHF Board Establishes President’s Award 
 

 The President’s Award for Outstanding NHF 
Member (President’s Award) was established in 2016 to 
recognize a member of NHF who has provided extraordi-
nary service to NHF during the year that the individual is 
selected. 

The recipient will be a dues paying member of NHF 
during the year that the individual is selected. The recipi-
ent will not be a current officer of the Board or a current 
member of the Board of Directors. The award will be pre-
sented at the conclusion of the NHF business year. 

 
Nominating Committee Presents Slate for NHF  

Offices during 2016-2018 
 
    Board Member, Wayne Ragan, served the Board as 
Chair of the nominating committee to seek candidates to 
serve as officers and members of the executive commit-
tee for the next two-year term from 2016-2018.  Assisting 
Ragan were Eliza Behrendsen and Brenda Coker.   
    The slate presented at the March meeting of the Board 
included: Dr. Cathy Seymour, president; Karen C. Town-
send, vice president; Dr. Ron McBride, vice president for 
technology; Donna Yacoe, secretary, and Sue Breedlove, 
treasurer.  Nominations remain open for each position 
until the time of the election.   

The house was later named after Charles Nere-
spere Roque, a well-to-do planter who farmed on Cane 
River near Melrose Plantation, when Madame 
Philomene Roque and her newlywed husband acquired 
the property.  Madame Roque was the granddaughter 
of Augustin Metoyer, the patriarch of the Cane River 
Creole community.     

Philomene outlived her husband by many 
years, and lived in the structure until her death in 1941. 
The house fell into a state of great disrepair after 
Philomene’s death, remaining at its original location 
between Isle Brevelle and Bermuda until 1967 when it 
was purchased by Museum Contents, Inc., and moved 
to the downtown riverbank. During the move, the left        
bedroom and the chimney were further damaged, the 
latter beyond repair. The structure was stabilized and 
used as a museum, prior to its donation to NHF in 
2000. 

Through a $10,000 grant from the Cane River 
National Area Commission in 2001, NHF was able to 
complete much needed repairs, including an improved  
drainage system.   

A restroom was added to the house, colonial 
lighting added to the surround gallery, doors and shut-
ters cleaned and repaired, and an iron gate add-
ed.  Beautiful landscaping is provided and maintained 
by the our leasee, the City of Natchitoches. 
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Roque House Flooding: Photo  Courtesy      
             the Shreveport Times, 2016 

 

 Through the 21-year history of NHF, the or-
ganization has successfully operated using an organi-
zational plan where Board members served in com-
mittee chair roles and in other major positions for the 
coordination of all NHF-sponsored programs and 
events. Sometimes Board members, of necessity had 
to serve on several committees during the year and 
work double time to accomplish all the tasks 
associated with a particular program or event.

  

At the urging of the current Executive 
Committee, committee chairs were encouraged to 
populate their committees with volunteers who are 
members of NHF, but not necessarily members 
currently serving on the Board. This year, 17 non-
Board members were asked to participate at various 
levels in the development and execution of plans for 
the NHF-sponsored programs and events.
             The NHF Board would like to see an increase 
in the number of non-Board volunteers serving on 
committees.  Members  may  not  have  the  time  for a 
monthly  Board  but  would  have  time  to  help  a 
particular committee.  Please contact any member of 
the NHF Board to be added to one of several working
committees of NHF.

In the event that a worthy candidate is not identified 
and named by the NHF President, a recipient will not be
 named in that year. 

    Additionally, serving of the Executive Committee 
are the immediate past president of the Board and one 
NHF Board member appointed by the president for a one-
year term. The Executive Committee also seeks guidance 
from its Advisors, Dr. Steve Horton and Payne Williams, 
both former NHF presidents. 

...Continued from page 2.
The  Robert  Knipmeyer  A ward  for  Historic 

Preser- vation  recognizes  a  person  who  has  made  a 
significant  contribution  to  historic  preservation  and 
interpretation,  including  original  research  and 
documentation  that  en- hance  either  activity,  in 
Natchitoches Parish. 
 The Bobby Deblieux Historic Preservationist 
Award  recognizes a person who, over time, has 
demonstrated exceptional leadership, perseverance, 
achievement, and cooperation in support of historic 
preservation and interpretation in Natchitoches Parish. 
 Though intended to be awarded annually, in the 
event that a worthy candidate is not identified and 
named by the NHF Board of Directors, a recipient will 
not be named in that year. 
 



      
Board Ponders Plans for NHF                     

Nominating Committee Presents Slate for NHF 
Offices during 2016-2018 

 
    Board Member, Wayne Ragan, served the Board as 
Chair of the nominating committee to seek candidates 
to serve as officers and members of the executive 
committee for the next two-year term from 2016-
2018.  Assisting Ragan were Eliza Behrendsen and 
Brenda Coker.          ...Continued top right 
     

 The slate presented at the March meeting of 
the Board included: Dr. Cathy Seymour, president; 
Karen C. Townsend, vice president; Dr. Ron 
McBride, vice president for technology; Donna Yac-
oe, secretary, and Sue Breedlove, treasur-
er.  Nominations remain open for each position until 
the time of the election.   
    Additionally, serving of the Executive Committee 
are the immediate past president of the Board and one 
NHF Board member appointed by the president for a 
one-year term. The Executive Committee also seeks 
guidance from its Advisors, Dr. Steve Horton and 
Payne Williams, both former NHF presidents. 

 
 

CRNHA, NHDDC & NCPTT Continue to 
Generously Support NHF 

Projects & Activities 
 
    The Cane Rive National Heritage  
Area (CRNHA), the Natchitoches Historic District 
Development Commission (NHDDC) and the Nation-
al Center for Preservation Technology and Training 
(NCPTT) have generously supported NHF over the 
years and continue to do so in many ways today. The 
NHF Board of Directors is most appreciative of the 
kindness and cooperative relationship enjoyed with 
Cynthia Sutton and the CRNHA Board, Payne Wil-
liams and the NHDDC Board and Kirk Cordell and 
the entire staff at NCPTT.   
    During the 2015-16 year, CRNHA approved a 

 

CRNHA, NHDDC...continued from page 6 
...assist NHF upon receiving requests.  Dr. Mary 
Streigel has served as a consultant to the Board on 
numerous occasions about various topics. Two staff 
members, Jason Church and Andy Ferrell, were re-
cently elected to a second term as NHF Board mem-
bers. For many years Jason has coordinated the Cem-
etery Conservation program in the American Ceme-
tery sponsored by the NHF Board. Most recently and 
prior to the flooding Jason and Andy conducted a re-
view and report of the preservation needs of the 
Roque House.   
 

Ad Hoc Committee Reviews NHF By-Laws; 
Board Approves Recommended Revisions 

 

Expiring Terms Offer Opportunities for the 
Involvement of Board Members 

 
    Included in the NHF By-Laws is the length of ser-
vice of a NHF Board member and the procedure for 
filling a vacancy when the term of a Board Member 
expires. The Board is composed of three classes of 
Board membership where approximately one-third 
of the Board turns over each year as Board members 
are elected to serve a three-year term.   

Nominations to fill the anticipated vacancies 
were taken at the March 2016 meet-
ing.  Nominations will be accepted until the time of 
the election at the April Board meeting. The offer of  
Board membership will be announced at that time.   

 
 

Outstanding NHF Board Member 
Election Coming Up 

Social 

Page 3 

Headquarters 
 
    The NHF Board realized that a significant amount 
of money and time was invested 1995 to save its 
deteriorating headquarters, the historic Cunningham 
Law Office, on Second Street in Natchitoches. 
Some say that the origins of NHF lie in a relentless 
commitment of founding Board members to save 
this property from demolition.  NHF was founded 
to locate funds to bring the building to its current 
prominence in the nationally recognized historic 
district. 
    In the past two years, the NHF Headquarters along
 with the Dr. Mildred Bailey Park have been used 
as the setting for local social events like the reci-
procity tea of area of PEO Chapters, a reception for 
the 20th Anniversary of NHF, and as the site for the 
luncheon following the Red Mass conducted at Trini-
ty Episcopal Church directly across the street.  Noting
 how these events were successful using the Headquar-
ters, the Board Executive Committee has pondered 
the notion that with some physical adaptations could 
the Headquarters and Park be marketable to rent as a 
site for other such events rendering another revenue 
stream to support the projects and events of the 
Board. 
    Under consideration is creating direct access to the 
restroom and kitchen area from the Park area.  This 
would necessitate converting an existing widow into a 
door and building a ramp with rails.  The NHF Head-
quarters Committee Chair, Andrew DeBlieux, is seek-
ing input and gathering pricing information to present 
for the consideration of the full Board at an upcoming 
meeting.  Also being considered is the addition of 
shelving in the parlor on the right side of the building. 
It is intended that with proper shelving the Board will 
seek donations to establish a library of books on 
preservation with particular emphasis on Louisi-
ana.  Other maintenance needs are currently being ad-
dressed including repair and updating of the sprin-
kling system and landscaping.   
 
 

In May 2016, the current term of eleven
 Board members will expire. A Board member 
may seek reappointment.  Additionally, one Board 
member is moving to the position of Advisor, and 
there have been two resignations.   

Mourn-ing Memorabilia Display and the Christmas 
Tour of Homes. Melissa Cloutier was elected in 
the fall of 2015 to a one-year term to represent 
NHF on the NHDDC Board which meets monthly.   
    The staff at the NCPTT is always available to con-
sult, advise, and assist NHF with its projects and ac-
tivities.  Kirk Cordell, Executive Director of the 
NCPTT, has served as an ex-officio member of NHF 
Board for nearly 14 years attending meetings, serving 
on committees, and participating in projects and 
events.  Additionally, he generously assigns staff to  

 Tour of the American Cemetery and Mourning 
Memorabilia Dis-play shown at Guy House. Most 
recently, staff of CRNHA conducted an inspection of 
the Roque House and rendered a professional 
recommendation of steps to take to save the property 
from flood damages in-curred in mid-March.   
    The NHDDC in 2014 assisted NHF with the estab-
lishment and funding of the Dr. Mildred Bailey Park 
located directly behind the NHF Headquarters.  This 
park includes gardens and a beautiful fountain main-
tained to recognize the many contributions to preser-
vation made in the Natchitoches and Cane River area 
by the late Dr. Bailey, a founding member and officer 
of NHF, who expired in 1995.  This year as well as 
last NHDDC approved significant financials alloca-
tions to support the "Characters and Customs of 
the ...continued on page 3 
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CRNHA, NHDDC continued from page 6 ...
Crypt" Tour of the American Cemetery 
and 

 

 In 201

    The NHF award to recognize the outstanding 
member of the NHF Board for the year was estab-
lished in 2015.  Each spring the current Board mem-
bers are called upon the elect one of their peers for 
this annual award.  Officers of the Board are not eli-
gible for this award. The recipient of the award is 
presented a plaque and has his or her name placed 
on a permanent plaque hanging in the NHF Head-
quarters. 
   5 Shayne Creppel was named NHF Out-
standing Board Member of the Year for 2014-15 by 
his peers.  Creppel served as Chair of the Christmas 
Tour of Homes, By-Laws Committee  and a member 
of the Board for 5 years.    

 

 Shayne Creppel, 
Janice Paul, Dr. Cathy Seymour, Sue Breedlove, Dr. 
DanSeymour, Dr. Ron McBride, Debbie Taylor, Ed-
win Dunahoe, Will James, Payne Williams and Dr. 
Steve Horton.   

 
Taylor’s to Host End of the Year        

grant request to fund travel expenses for the 8th grade 
Louisiana History students of the six Natchitoches 
Parish schools who accepted the invitation to partici-
pate in the  "Characters and Customs of the Crypt""

 

    Active NHF Board Member, Jeff Gary, accepted 
an appointment by the NHF President Dan Seymour 
to serve as chair of an Ad Hoc Committee to review 
the NHF By-Laws.  For nearly a year the committee 
diligently studied each item included in the By-Laws, 
then submitted recommended revisions where needed 
for the consideration of the NHF Executive Commit-
tee.  The full Board approved the recommended revi-
sions at its February, 2016 meeting. 
    NHF founding and current Board Member Edwin 
Dunahoe served on the Ad Hoc committee and stated: 
“Our by-laws were in need of a few updates since lit-
tle had been done to them for nearly 20 years. These 
updates reflect current practices being used by the 
Board today as well as ascertains that NHF is in com-
pliance with guidelines of the federal government for 
an organization designated as holding the 501(c)(3) 
status as tax exempt. 
    Serving as members and advisors on the Ad Hoc 
Committee assisting Gary included:

On Sunday, May 15, the NHF Board will hold an 
end of the year social at the home of Debbie and 
Henry Taylor.  Each member of the Board is 
encouraged to bring a guest as well as an appetizer. 
During the event, President Dan Seymourwill give 
an overview  of  the  accomplishments  of  NHF  
during  his term as president for the 2014 to  2016 
years. The 2016-18 officiers will be installed and the
 President's Award and the NHF Board Member of 
the Year will be presented. 



 

  

Natchitoches Historic                    

Foundation  

Christmas Tour of Homes  

2016 

Wednesday, December 7 & 14                            

5:00 – 8:00pm                                    

Friday, December 9 & 16                  
5:00 – 8:00pm 

  
Saturday, December 10 & 17          

1:00 – 4:00pm                                      

Wednesday, December 7 & 14                            

5:00 – 8:00pm                                    

2015 

  

Natchitoches Historic Foundation  
Characters, Customs and Crypts 

Tour of the American Cemetery and 

Mourning Memorabilia Display 

Fall Tour 

 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 

4-6 PM 
Tours Begin Every 10 minutes 

 
Tour the American Cemetery and listen to 
Natchitoches citizens buried there. The founder of 
Natchitoches, Louis Antoine Juchereau de St. 
Denis, will greet visitors to begin the tour.  The 
tour continues with a Mourning Display including 
antique  jewelry, embalming tools, fashion      
jewelry made from hair of deceased love ones, 
and   other memorabilia representing burial tradi-
tions of the past.  
                                                                                                                     
 

https://www.facebook.com/
NatchitochesHistoricFoundation  
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The Chief’s Sons 
Natchitoches and Nacogdoches 

by Bob Bowman 

 

 
    It is a story that has been told and retold in 
Texas and Louisiana—one that almost every 
school child has learned in the classroom. 
    Twin sons were born to an old Caddo Indian 
chief living on the banks of the Sabine Riv-
er.  Natchitoches was swarthy with black hair 
and flashing black eyes. Nacogdoches was fair 
with yellow hair and blue eyes. 
    As their father neared the end of his days, he 
called his sons into his presence to receive his 
final blessings. 
    He commanded that, upon his death, 
Natchitoches should gather his wife and chil-
dren, turn his face to the rising sun, and after 
traveling three days, he should build his home

The Chief’s Sons...from page 4 
...twist. In its version, as reported by the Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Indian chief banished his 
twin sons to the east and west. 
    The chamber manager said the legend is so 
ingrained in Natchitoches’ history that “folks 
around here would run me out of town if I said 
it wasn’t true.” 
    Regardless of the story’s veracity, it will re-
main a beloved part of the fabric of history. 
Courtesy of “Bob Bowman’s East Texas” formally
 “All Things Historical.”/TexasEscapes.com 

 

  

  

 

 and rear a tribe. 
    Nacogdoches was instructed to face the set-
ting sun, walk three days with his family, and 
establish a new home where he, too, would rear 
his children and his children’s children. 
    Thus, the twin tribes of Nacogdoches and 
Natchitoches were born 100 miles apart—one in 
what would become Texas and one in the place 
known today as Louisiana. 
    The two tribes were located a sufficient dis-
tance apart to prevent friction over their hunting 
grounds, so they remained on friendly terms as 
the decades passed. 
    The friendship and trade beat out a well-
traveled path  between the two tribes, a route that
 eventually became a highway known as El 
Camino Real by Spanish travelers. 
    The story is such an engaging tale that it has 
been printed, reprinted, told and retold in so 
many places that most of us have lost 
count.  But the trouble is, the story isn’t true. 
    It was apparently concocted in 1939 by histo-
rian R. B .Blake of Nacogdoches as part of a 
booklet produced by the Nacogdoches Histori-
cal Society. 
    There were, however, Indian tribes known as 
Nacogdoches and Natchitoches. And, yes, there 
are towns by the same name.  And, of course, 
there is an El Camino Real. 
    While Nacogdoches has adhered to Blake’s 
original story, Natchitoches uses a different  

Continued on page 5…                         Page 4 

Ticket prices are $20 per tour and $10 for a 
single house.  Group pricing information          

by contacting Dr. Dan Seymour at 
318-352-3256

available for advanced sales only upon request

 
NHF Says a Big Thank You to 

Homeowners        

 How many years have homeowners in
 the Natchitoches area been called upon to 
open their homes for tours and similar events?
 Too many to count. Generations of 
homeowners have been there when needed. 
    Only those who have generously accepted 
the responsibility of a property on a tour or 
available for some other special event, 
understand all to be done, and how much time 
and money is involved.  Not only does the 
garden and home have to be “spit and 
polished”, many offer refreshments, handouts, 
and even souvenirs. Most homeowners accept 
the responsibility to locate docents to serve as 
host and hostesses for the events. The 
preparations and the showing of a property can
 be a huge and costly venture.   
    When NHF seeks the participation of a 
homeowner for the Christmas Tour of Homes, 
we expect the home to be fully decorated for 
the holiday season for two Wednesday evening 
tours, two Friday evening tours or two Saturday 
afternoon tours. 
    Members of NHF and its Board of Directors 
are fully aware and appreciative of the contri-
butions made by our homeowners. Holding the 
501(c)(3) status as a non-profit organization, 
the NHF Treasurer provides each homeowner 
with documentation to support a tax credit for 
the effort. While NHF tries to say thank you 
with a small token each year but these efforts 
are not nearly enough for the continued support 
provided by our homeowners of the 
Natchitoches area.  One more, thank you to our 
local homeowners. 
 


